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MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, UNITED STATES SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
COMMAND (ATTN: ACQUISITION EXECUTIVE) 

COMMANDER, UNITED STA TES TRANSPORTATION 
COMMAND (ATIN: ACQUISITON EXECUTIVE) 

ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY (ACQUISITION, 
LOGISTICS, AND TECHNOLOGY) 

ASSIST ANT SECRET ARY OF THE NA VY (RESEARCH, 
DEVELOPMENT, AND ACQUISITION) 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE (ACQUISITION) 
DIRECTORS OF THE DEFENSE AGENCIES 
DIRECTORS OF THE DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES 

SUBJECT: Preferred Use of Department of Defense Information Analysis Center Contracts 

First established in 1946, the Department of Defense (DoD) Infonnation Analysis 
Centers (IAC) continue to serve as an essential resource for research and analysis in innovative 
technologies to support current and future operations. The DoD IACs continue to prove their 
value in maximizing the utility of DoD research and development dollars by emphasizing 
knowledge re-use and building upon previous research, development, and other technical 
information. 

The DoD IACs operate across a broad range of task orders for technical research and 
analysis, managing over 230 task orders and conducting $1.5 billion in research efforts in 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2017. Through the DoD IACs, research data is collected, analyzed, and re-
used to answer recurring technical challenges, stimulate innovation, and provide solutions to 
meet Government requirements. 

The IAC program incorporates a number of best practices that make it a model for rapid 
and user-friendly acquisition of advanced Research and Development services: 

• Open to all DoD components
• Full service assisted acquisition, that includes:

o Customer Support Cell to assist users in developing a Performance Work
Statement (PWS) that ensures work meets mission requirements

o Dedicated contracting capability- expert in Research, Development, Test,
and Evaluation contracting (research, analysis, studies, modeling and
simulation, test, fabrication, prototyping)

o Post-award surveillance of work to ensure quality, timeliness, scope, and
correct billing

• Task orders that are flexible and scalable to the user's needs, supporting ceiling
levels ranging from $1 million to $500 million
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